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Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, September 21, 1990
On Sept. 20 at the Olaf Palme convention center in Managua, President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro
opened a national forum of government officials, business owners and labor unions to establish a
national consensus. Labor union organizations linked to the Sandinista National Liberation Front
(FSLN), including the National Workers Front (FNT), declined to participate in the two-day forum.
About 250,000 workers are members of unions affiliated with the FNT. [In an interview published
in the Sept. 19 issue of Barricada, former president Daniel Ortega reiterated the suggestion put
forth by the FSLN to postpone the talks for 30 days. Ortega said the government's intent is to
demonstrate to the International Monetary Fund that it has subdued Nicaraguan workers. The
government is obligated to continue negotiations with the Fund since its economic program is
based on IMF prescriptions, he added. In reference to foreign aid received by Nicaragua, Ortega
said that US aid comes to reestablish capitalism in Nicaragua, while European aid favors social
programs. Consequently, said the FSLN leader, he was seeking aid in Europe and Cuba "for the
poor, since the US aid is for the rich."] At the opening of the forum, President Chamorro said
that unfortunately, "mechanisms have not yet been discovered for eliminating inflation and
restructuring the economy without causing unemployment and recession...There are poverty,
epidemics, malnutrition, illiteracy and lack of services. We are not fooling ourselves into thinking
that everything is perfect." Chamorro asked the Nicaraguan people to be prepared for more
sacrifices, since the government's stabilization program will be "difficult and painful," but necessary
to expand production and employment. The president said the objective of the forum was to reach
agreements that permit a reduction of the social and economic costs of stabilizing the economy.
About 1,000 members of the FNT reportedly broke through police barricades at the conference hall,
and demonstrated. Foreign Minister Enrique Dreyfus said the protesters damaged the vehicles of
Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo and of several foreign ambassadors at the talks. Anti-riot police
arrived on the scene, but made no arrests. For the third consecutive day, most public transportation
in Managua was paralyzed. Bus drivers had occupied terminals and other facilities to protest future
layoffs. Construction workers picketed the presidential residence and marched to the conference
hall protesting reduction of the public sector labor force. Demonstrators burned tires at several
locations in the capital city. According to FNT leader Lucio Jimenez, the government's austerity
policies are creating chaos. Jose Angel Bermudez, leader of the National Employees Union, an FNT
affiliate, said, "The workers decided to take to the streets to demonstrate repudiation of the show
this government wants to present to `concertar' with the bourgeoisie and international financial
organizations. For us, they are offering only unemployment, hunger and poverty. "We have decided
to resist. We are not going to permit more manipulations from this government. We are going to
defend employment, and the right to life. For this the workers are in the streets." (Basic data from
AFP, 09/19/90, 09/20/90; Notimex, AP, 09/20/90)
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